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sive to the Puritans as its practice. Men like
Laud and Andrewes were free from the crude
dogmatism of the age. Though they were
resolved to have worship uniform, they were
willing to leave many speculative issues open,
and this want of definiteness was regarded
as indifference to truth. Yet their worst
offence was that they denied the great Cal-
vinist doctrine of Predestination. They were
Arminians, as the school was called after the
Dutch teacher who had been condemned at
Dort. That Christ died for all, and that all
might profit by His death, was a belief that
was not regarded as even respectable, for
till Arminius propagated it among the Cal-
vinists of Holland, it had only been taught
since the Reformation by some Anabaptists
and some early Unitarians. To teach it was
to defy the great doctor St. Augustine, to
whom the Puritans paid undoubting homage.
The Anglican school did no greater service
to English Christianity than this challenge
to prevalent belief ; and in the long run, as
we shall see, their doctrine was to prevail,
though the struggle was to last into the nine-
teenth century.

Arminian, tolerant in doctrine, martinet
in discipline, committed to a false constitu-
tional theory that was to fail disastrously